To bring by the power of the Holy Spirit as many people as possible
to know, love, and serve God as revealed through Jesus Christ; and
to be transformed into spiritually renewed disciples of Jesus who
know, love and serve one another and the world.
THE LITURGY FOR EASTER SUNDAY

April 12, 2020
Prelude . . . “Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals” by
Sigfried Karg-Elert
(Dr. David Henning, Director of Music and Parish Organist)
Begins on page 323 in Book of Common Prayer.
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia. Christ is risen
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name, through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY –

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

page 222 BCP

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

The Celebrant says
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to
the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us
from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that
we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Anthem . . . “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” Hymn 207
(Annamarie Zmolek and Patrick Perez, St. Martin’s Choir)
The First Lesson
A Reading from The Letter of Paul to The Romans. . .
Romans 6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body
of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that

Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin,
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem. . . “Welcome Happy Morning” Hymn 179
(Annamarie Zmolek and Patrick Perez, St. Martin’s Choir)
Deacon:
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
According to Matthew.
People:

Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Matthew 28:1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the
angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly

and tell his disciples, `He has been raised from the dead, and indeed
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is
my message for you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear and
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and
worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be thee, O Christ.

Anthem . . . “How Deep The Father’s Love For Us”
(Tom Lynch, Contemporary Music Worship Leader)
THE SERMON . . . “ Jesus' Best Case Scenario…”
The Rev. Dr. Russell J. Levenson, Jr.
THE NICENE CREED – page 327
People and Celebrant
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father,
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Form III page 387 BCP
Father, we pray for thy holy catholic Church;

That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly
serve thee;
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for our Anglican Communion; for the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin; for our Presiding Bishop, Michael; for our
Bishops, Andy, Jeff, Kai and Hector, for all bishops, priests and
deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word and
Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of
the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in thy sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise thee for thy saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
For Donald, our President, the Congress and the Courts; for all who
serve in our armed forces and their families; we pray for peace
throughout the world, and especially in the Middle East; and we pray
for the victims of terror attacks; and we remember before you, and
pray for the protection of our Christian brothers and sisters who

face danger or persecution for their faith; and we pray for victims of
all natural disasters; For the many people who have contracted the
coronavirus; for comfort for those grieving loved ones who have
died and peace for those who are fearful as the virus spreads, for
those in isolation, those who have lost their job or their business,
for parents who find themselves trying to home school their
children, and for all those in our communities involved in
ministering to the sick, especially for all health care workers; and we
pray for those in the hospitals, and those for whom our prayers have
been requested and for those on our Continuing Prayer List; and for
all the blessings of this life, especially those remembered today with
Easter flowers, and we remember before you the departed and we
give thanks for their lives and pray for their loved ones left behind.
I invite your own prayers and intercessions.
A period of silence, during which people may add their own petitions quietly or
in the privacy of their hearts.
Celebrant adds a concluding Collect – page 222 BCP
Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
hast overcome death and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life:
Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by thy life-giving
Spirit; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever, one God, world without
end. Amen.
Minister says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Minister and People – page 331 BCP

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive
us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to
the glory of thy Name. Amen.
Priest stands and says – page 332 BCP
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance
and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Offertory Anthem . . . “Alleluia” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(Annamarie Zmolek and Patrick Perez, St. Martin’s Choir)
DOXOLOGY......... Easter Hymn

Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Charles Wesley.

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER – page 336 BCP

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
CONCLUDING PRAYERS
THE EASTER BLESSING
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the
blessing of God Almighty, The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen
THE DISMISSAL
A Minister says the dismissal
People:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Postlude: “Toccata” . . . by Charles-Marie Widor
(Dr. David Henning, Director of Music and Parish Organist)

